Behavioral contrast using different reinforcers: effect of baseline rate of reinforcement.
The present study determined whether behavioral contrast would occur when different reinforcers were delivered in the different components and whether its size would vary at different baseline rates of reinforcement. Pigeons pecked keys on a multiple variable-interval schedule. Mixed grain was the reinforcer in one component and wheat was the reinforcer in the other component. In contrast conditions, the rate of wheat reinforcement was increased or decreased, from the baseline delivery rate, by a factor of four. Contrast was studied at four different baseline rates of reinforcement. Contrast was usually observed and its size almost always varied directly with the programmed baseline rate of reinforcement. The present results indicate that changes in the condition of reinforcement of a different reinforcer can produce contrast. They also broaden the potential implications of behavioral contrast.